
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDGE OF VIOLENCE 
ONE-HOUR UNSCRIPTED DRAMA SERIES 

 



EDGE OF 
VIOLENCE  
T h e  e x p l o s i o n  o f  g r o u p s  
p r o m o t i n g  e x t r e mi s t  
v i o l e n c e  d i d n ’ t  s ta r t  w i th  
t h e  i n s u r r e c t i on  a t  t h e  
C a p i t o l .  O r  t h e  ma s s i ve  
u n r e s t  i n  P or t l a n d  f or  t h a t  
m a t te r .    

I t ’ s  b e e n  gr o wi n g  f or  ye a r s ,  
s w a l l o wi n g  e ve r y th i n g  a n d  
e ve r y on e  i n  i t s  wa k e .  W h i te  
s u p r e m a c y ,  d r u g  ga n g s ,  
r e l i g i ou s  i n to l e r a n c e …   

A n d  th e r e  a r e  p e op l e  r i g h t  
n o w ,  a t  th i s  ve r y  m i n u te ,  i n  
d a n ge r  o f  f a l l i n g  o ve r  th e  
e d g e  i n t o  th a t  v i o l e n c e .  

M o s t l y  y ou n g  p e op l e  —  
l u r e d  b y  h a t e  g r ou p s  wh o  
p r o m i se  a  t w i s t e d  s e n se  o f  
f a mi l y  a n d  c o m m u n i ty .  

B u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l so  p e o p l e  
w h o  ma k e  a  d i f fe r e n c e .   

F or m e r  p e r p e tr a to r s  o f  
e x t r e m e  v i o l en c e  –  w or k i n g  
t o ge t h e r  w i t h  su r v i v or s ,  
r e a c h i n g  ou t  to  t h e  on e s  mo s t  
a t  r i sk  a n d  b u i l d i n g  a  b r i g h te r  
f u tu r e .   

T h e i r  j ou r n e y s  a r e  a ma z i n g ,  
f r i gh te n i n g ,  a n d  h o p e fu l .  



THE SHOW 
W e  s ta r t  w i th  a  F O R M E R — so m e o n e  w h o  wa s  on c e  a  w h i te  
s u p r e m a c i s t ,  a  ga n g  b a n ge r ,  o r  te r r o r i s t .  T h e y  l i ve d  a  l i f e  d e f i n e d  b y  
e x t r e m e  v i o l e n c e  b u t  h a ve  n o w  g i ve n  i t  u p  t o  h e l p  o th e r s .  

T h a t  p e r s on  p a i r s  w i t h  a  SU R VI V OR — s o m e o n e  wh o  h a s  b e e n  ta r ge te d  
t h e m se l ve s  or  h a ve  fa m i l y  o r  l ove d  o n e s  w h o  h a ve  b e e n  v i c t i m s  o f  
t h a t  F o r me r ’ s  p r i o r  h a te  g r o u p .  T h e y  a r e  c o m mi t te d  t o  s t op p i n g  th e  
s p r e a d  o f  e x t r e m e  v i o l e n c e .  

T h e  F or m e r  a n d  th e  S u r v i v or  te a m  u p  wi th  a n  AT - RI SK ,  u su a l l y  
s o m e on e  y ou n g ,  w h o  i s  on  th e  e d ge  o f  j o i n i n g  th e  wo r l d  t h a t  th e  
F or m e r  h a s  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  a n d  th a t  th e  S u r v i vo r  h a s  t r i u m p h e d  ov e r .   

I t  i s  a  h i g h -s t a k e s  i n te r ve n t i o n .  F r i e n d s  a n d  fa m i l y  c a n  b e  o n  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  v i o l e n t  c l a s h e s .  T h e  te a m  f i n d s  a  w a y  
f or w a r d — a  p a t h  to  o p p or tu n i ty  a n d  c on n e c t i o n .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 E P I SO D E  E X A M P L E   

 ( A B O V E )  A  f or m e r  N e o- N a z i  c o m e s  to g e t h e r  w i th  a  ma n  wh o se  fa th e r     
 w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a  f i re -b o m b i n g  b y  a  wh i t e  su p r e ma c i s t  g r ou p .  T o g e th e r    
 t h e y  w o r k  wi th  a n  a t - r i sk  y o u t h  i n  M i l wa u ke e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  ta r g e te d    
 f o r  m e mb e r sh i p  b y  a  g a n g  th a t  e n co u ra g e s  h a t re d  of  w h i t e  p e op l e .   
 T h e  F o r me r  a n d  Su r v i v o r  p l a n  a  r o ck - c l i mb i n g  e x p e d i t i on  t o  h e l p  
 b u i l d  t ru st .  T h e y  h e l p  g e t  h i s  e d u ca t i on  b a c k  on  t ra ck  a n d  c on n e ct   
 h i m  wi th  p a r t - t i m e  w o r k .  N o th i n g  i s  e a s y — b u t  a  h op e fu l  fu tu re   
 b e c k on s .  
 



THE PEOPLE 
D i f fe r e n t  g r o u p s ,  d i f fe r e n t  c i t i e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  h o s t i l i t i e s  —  b u t  on e  
c h a l l e n g e :  In t e r v e n e  b e f or e  v i o l e n c e  c l a i m s  a n o th e r  l i fe .   

•  I n  N e wa r k ,  a n  e x -c on v i c t  F or m e r  wo r k s  w i th  a  S u r v i vo r  wh o se  
c o m mu n i t y  i s  u n d e r  s i e ge  f r o m  d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g .  T h e y  b u i l d  a  t - sh i r t  
b u s i n e s s  so  k i d s  c a n  e a r n  m on e y  w i t h ou t  se l l i n g  d r u gs .   

•  A n  e x - I s l a mi s t  mi l i t a n t  i n  T o r o n to  wo r k s  w i th  a  r a b b i  r e a c h i n g  ou t  
t o  A r a b  i m m i gr a n ts ,  o f f e r i n g  c o m m u n i ty ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p or t u n i t i e s ,  
a n d  e mo t i o n a l  s u p p o r t .  

•  I n  LA ,  a  H on d u r a n  e x - L a t i n a  g a n g  l e a d e r  h e l p s  a  b r u ta l i z e d  te e n  
m o t h e r  k e e p  h e r  k i d  s a f e  a n d  d e v e l o p  n e w  sk i l l s  s o  sh e  c a n  p u l l  
h e r se l f  ou t  o f  p o ve r t y .  

W e  b r i n g  t og e t h e r  F or m e r s  a n d  S u r v i vo r s  a l l  o ve r  t h e  w o r l d .  M a n y  
a r e  a l r e a d y  wo r k i n g  to ge th e r  c o m b a t t i n g  th e  sp r e a d  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  
h a te .  We  i d e n t i f y  A t -R i s k s  a n d  te l l  th e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  s to r i e s  o f  f i n d i n g   
a  b e t te r  w a y  t o  l i v e .  

 



EPISODES 
E a c h  e p i so d e  i s  t o l d  i n  t h e  
s t y l e  o f  In te r ve n t i o n  a n d  
B e y on d  Sca re d  S t ra i g h t .  
T h er e ’ s  a  d oc u m e n t a r y  fe e l ,  
w i t h  a  s t r o n g  d r a m a t i c  a r c ,  
a n d  a  se n s e  o f  n a r r a t i ve  
c oh e s i on .   

N o  h o s t ;  n o  vo i c e - o ver  
n a r r a t i on ;  o n l y  oc c a s i on a l  
s u p e r t i t l e s .  We  op e n  w i t h  
i n te r v i e w s  a n d  n e w s  m e d i a  
r e p or t s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
b a c k s tor i e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  e p i so d e .   

W e  fo l l o w  th e  F o r m e r  a n d  th e  
S u r v i v or  i n  a c t i o n ,  a s  th e y  
s t r a t e g i z e  a n d  c a r r y  o u t  a  
p l a n  t o  c on v i n c e  th e  A t - R i s k  
t o  c h a n g e  h i s  or  h e r  l i fe  —  
s o m e t i m e s  w i th  th e  h e l p  o f  
t h e  A t - R i s k ’ s  f r i e n d s  a n d  
f a mi l y ,  so m e t i me s ,  d e s p i te  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
h i n d r a n c e  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  fa m i l y .    

T og e th e r ,  i n  a  u n i q u e ,  u n o r t h o d o x  a l l i a n c e ,  t h e  
F or m e r  a n d  th e  S u r v i v or  b u i l d  a l t e r n a t i ve s  for  
t h e  A t - R i s k .  I t  c a n  b e  th e r a p y ,  j ob  t r a i n i n g ,  
r e l i g i ou s  s tu d y ,  l e g a l  a i d :  A n y  s t r a te gy  t o  sh o w  
t h e  A t - R i s k  a  d i f fe r e n t  wa y  to  l i v e .    

T h e  e mp h a s i s  i s  on  t h e  A t -R i s k ’ s  p e r s on a l ,  
s p e c i f i c  p a t h  t o  a  m o m e n t  w h e r e  th e  l i gh t  g oe s  
o n  i n  th e i r  e ye s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h a t ’ s  a  g i a n t  l e a p  
a n d  s o me t i m e s  i t ’ s  a  b a b y  s te p .  I t ’ s  a l wa y s  
h u ma n ,  i n v o l v i n g ,  a n d  r e l a t a b l e .   



W e  l e t  th e  c h i p s  fa l l  wh e r e  t h e y  ma y .  S o m e  A t - R i s k s  su c c e e d ,  o t h e r s  
a r e  n o n c o m m i t ta l ,  w h i l e  ot h e r s  s i n k  i n t o  th e  v i o l e n c e  t h a t  su r r o u n d s  
t h e m .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  g u a r a n te e s .  N o  e x c u s e s .  A n d  s o me t i me s  th e  l i n e  
b e t we e n  h op e  a n d  d e s p a i r  i s  h a r d  t o  f i n d .  B u t  a  wa y  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  
b e tt e r  l i f e  i s  a l wa y s  t h e r e .  

T h e  s i z z l e  r e e l  i n t r od u c e s  u s  t o  th e  k i n d s  o f  c h a r a c te r s  w e  w i l l  fo l l o w  
a n d  th e  k i n d s  o f  w o r l d s  t h e y  l i ve  i n .  I t  g i v e s  a  se n s e  o f  t on e .   

F u l l  e p i s o d e s  wi l l  t e l l  th e s e  s t or i e s  o ve r  t i me ,  so m e t i m e s  w e e k s  o r  
e ve n  mo n th s .  O n e  F or m e r .  O n e  S u r v i vo r .  O n e  A t - R i s k .  O n e  l i f e  
c h a n ge d  f or e v e r .  



PARTNERSHIPS  

O r ga n i z a t i on s  on  t h e  f r o n t l i n e  o p e r a t e  wi th  a  h i gh  d e g r e e  o f  
a n o n y m i ty  t o  p r o te c t  t h e m se l v e s .  O v e r  th e  l a s t  fe w  ye a r s  we  h a ve  
e a r n e d  t h e i r  t r u s t— d e ve l o p i n g  r e l a t i on s h i p s  wi t h  k e y  p l a ye r s  i n  th e  
a r e n a ,  i n c l u d i n g  S a ve  O u r  S on s ,  2 n d  C a l l ,  P a r e n t s  F o r  P e a c e ,  S e r ve  2  
U n i te ,  L i fe  A f t e r  H a t e ,  T h e  F or g i ve n e s s  Pr o j e c t ,  a n d  t h e  Lo n d on -
b a se d  I n st i tu te  for  S t r a te g i c  D i a l o gu e ,  a n d  u t i l i z e  t h e  n e t w or k  o f  
F or m e r s  a n d  S u r v i v or s  a t  A ga i n s t  V i o l e n t  E x t r e mi s m .  W e  h a ve  
i n ter v ie w e d  F or me r s ,  S u r v i v or s ,  a n d  A t -R i sk s  n a t i on a l l y  a n d  
i n te r n a t i on a l l y .   

 

 
R e d a  F i l ms ,  l e d  b y  S c o t t  L .  R e d a ,  A d a m  J .  R e d a ,  a n d  Ma r c  L .  R e d a ,  
h a s  c r e a te d  6 0 0  h o u r s  o f  p r ogr a m mi n g  fo r  d o me s t i c  a n d  
i n te r n a t i on a l  n e tw o r ks  a n d  th e  a ma s s i n g  o f  t h e  l a r ge s t  p r i va te l y -
o w n e d  f i l m  a r c h i ve  —  R e d a  A r c h i ve s ,  L L C  —  i n  th e  Un i t e d  S ta t e s .   

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  r e c e i v e d  i m m e n s e  p r a i s e  a n d  n u me r o u s  a w a r d s  
f r o m  t h e  i n d u st r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  Pe op l e ’ s  C h o i c e  A wa r d ,  Pe a b od y  
A w a r d ,  a n d  P r i m e t i m e  E m m y  A wa r d  ( i n c l u d i n g  n i n e  n o m i n a t i on s) .  

F r o m  a  d oc u m e n ta r y  a b ou t  th e  i n te r s e c t i on  o f  sc i - f i  a n d  r oc k  &  r o l l ,  
t o  a  f or m a tt e d  se r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  d i ss e c t i o n  o f  or d i n a r y  o b je c ts ,  to  a  
s c r i p te d  se r i e s  a b o u t  P r o h i b i t i on -e r a  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  R e d a  F i l m s  h a s  on e  
m a n d a t e  wh e n  d e v e l op i n g  n e w  c o n te n t  f or  f i l m  a n d  te l e v i s i on :  to  
b r i n g  to  l i gh t  s t or i e s  t h a t  a r e  un d e r r e p r e se n t e d  or  to l d  f r o m  a n  
a t yp i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .   

B y  te l l i n g  th e se  s to r i e s ,  R e d a  F i l m s  c on t i n u e s  t o  s o l i d i fy  i t s e l f  a s  a  
l e a d i n g  p r o d u c e r  o f  i mp or ta n t  a n d  t h ou gh t -p r ov o k i n g  c o n te m p or a r y  
w o r k .  

 

 

J  S  J  E n te r t a i n me n t  G r ou p  w a s  c r e a te d  b y  v e t e r a n  p r od u c e r  a n d  
i n te l l e c t u a l  p r op e r t i e s  a t to r n e y  Je f f  M a c k l e r ,  a wa r d -w i n n i n g  w r i te r -
p r o d u c e r  S a mu e l  G a r z a  B e r n st e i n ,  a n d  f i l m ma ke r - p r o d u c e r  J e r e my  
B la i r .   

https://saveoursonsmn.com/
https://www.2ndcall.org/
https://saveoursonsmn.com/
https://www.giftofourwounds.com/serve2unite
https://www.giftofourwounds.com/serve2unite
https://www.lifeafterhate.org/team
https://www.theforgivenessproject.com/
https://www.isdglobal.org/
http://www.againstviolentextremism.org/




 

Samuel Bernstein <samuelgarzabernstein@gmail.com> 
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arno michaelis <arno@arnoarr4.com> Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 1:01 PM 
To: Samuel Bernstein <samuelgarzabernstein@gmail.com> 

Hi Samuel, 
 
I'm very interested and willing to pursue the "Edge of Violence" TV project. I'm the author of "My Life 
After Hate", co-author of "The Gift of Our Wounds", Director of Serve 2 Unite, and Deradicalization 
Specialist at Parents 4 Peace. I've been working internationally to counter violent extremism for a 
decade, and I'd love to bring all of my experience and network to bear for the project. 
 
Cheers, 
-Arno 
Arno Arr Michaelis IV 
414-406-5246 

   
 

 

 

 

https://www.giftofourwounds.com/serve2unite
https://www.parents4peace.org/


 
 
Veronika Graves 
Co-Founder & Executive Director  
Coalescence Foundation  
3221 Carter Ave #361 
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
Coalescence.Foundation@gmail.com 
 
6/19/2020 
 
REDA Films  
JSJ Entertainment Group 
 
 
RE: EDGE OF VIOLENCE | COALESCENCE FOUNDATION  
  
 
Dear Jeremy, 
 
 
This letter of intent will establish the basic framework for an agreement between Edge of Violence in associations 
with REDA Films, JSJ Entertainment Group, and the Coalescence Foundation relating to the formation of a 
database.  
 
The Coalescence Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that promotes positive social change by helping production 
companies recognize the role their businesses play in society. Our goal is to harness the power of storytelling to 
create measurable social impact. We strive to mend the gap between advocacy and real lasting change.  
  
The Coalescence Foundation will provide a database that will include the name and contact information for 
organizations working to rehabilitate former extremist group members. Our focus will be to find rehabilitation 
groups that align with evidence-based programming proven to reshape deviant behavior in youth and adults. We will 
also provide the name and contact information for organizations working to rehabilitate survivors of the violence 
inflicted by said extremist groups. These organizations are not solely based on a specific cause or location, but rather 
they are diverse in their expertise and geographic location.  
 
We look forward to facilitating the opportunity of uniting rehabilitated mentors and survivors with the mission of 
making a lasting impact on at-risk youths’ lives.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Veronika Graves 

mailto:CoalescenceFoundation@gmail.com


 

Samuel Bernstein <samuelgarzabernstein@gmail.com> 
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arno michaelis <pardeep.kaleka@yahoo.com> Wed, Mar 18, 2020 at 10:20 

AM 
To: Samuel Bernstein <samuelgarzabernstein@gmail.com> 

Pardeep Kaleka 
 

10:20 AM 
(6 

minutes 
ago) 

 

Re
pl
y 
 to me 

 
 

Good afternoon Samuel,  
 
Yes, you have our support in going forward! Good luck and hope all is well.  
Pardeep Kaleka 
 
https://www.theforgivenessproject.com/ 
 

   
 

 

 

 

https://www.theforgivenessproject.com/



